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Respected Athabascan leader and Doyon Elder,  
Richard Frank, was born August 2, 1927, and passed 
away September 20, 2012, in Fairbanks at the age 
of 85. Frank, the youngest sibling of 10, grew up living  
a subsistence lifestyle moving between Rampart, 
Stevens, Village, and Minto, Alaska. 

Frank became involved in community projects at a very 
young age and joined the workforce at age 13. At age 18,  
Frank enlisted in the Army Air Corps and served in the 
Pacific theatre during World War II.

After serving for the Army Air Corps, Frank was hired as 
an aircraft mechanic for Wien and Boeing on the North 
Slope of Alaska. He also worked on the Tanana and 
Yukon River “steamboats” carrying freight to rural areas 
of Alaska.

Later, he met his wife, Dr. Rev. Anna Frank. Together 
they had two daughters, Roxanne and Robin, and two 
sons, Parker and Darrell. 

Frank was a distinct advocate for Alaska Native rights 
and land claims, serving as Chief of the Minto Tribal 
Council, President of the Minto Village Corporation, and  
a Board Member of Tanana Chiefs Conference. In 2001, 
he was appointed by Governor Tony Knowles to the 
Alaska Veterans Advisory Council.

Frank was recognized in the September 12, 2012, 
edition of the Congressional Record, an article stating 
that Frank’s “leadership, recognized throughout the 
state, is one of the reasons that the Native people of 
Alaska won their battle for land claims with the passage 
of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971,” 
ensuring that his life and work will remain a permanent 
part of America’s history. 

Dear Doyon Shareholders,

Alaska Natives and American 
Indians have played a vital  
role in every branch of the 
United States military for over 
200 years and continue to  
serve in great numbers. 

As Native Americans, we make 
up for the largest per capita of 

any ethnic group that has served and serves in the 
U.S. military since the American revolution. Even when 
they didn’t hold U.S. citizenship, our veterans served 
in World War I to protect our land and freedom, and in 
World War II to protect our freedom from others. 

I am incredibly humbled by those that continue to 
voluntarily serve to protect our freedom. My appreciation 
for our servicemen and women goes beyond this book. 

Doyon, Limited publishes its annual military appreciation 
booklet in honor of our World War II veteran and 
shareholder, Richard Frank, and all other shareholder 
veterans and service members.

Sincerely,

Aaron M. Schutt 
President and Chief Executive Officer

 RICHARD FRANK 
WORLD WAR II ARMY VETERAN

In Honor of

Message to SHAREHOLDERS
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 RICHARD FRANK 
WORLD WAR II ARMY VETERAN

NAVY

Neillan  
ALCANTRA
King Cove

NAVY

Earl G.  
ADAMS
Tanana/Fairbanks/Beaver

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Clarence  
ALEXANDER
Fort Yukon

ARMY

Samuel L.  
ALEXANDER
Fort Yukon

NATIONAL GUARD

William Herbert  
ALEXIE
Kaltag

ARMY

Johnny  
ALFRED, Jr. 
Minto

NAVY

Mark  
ALLEN
Galena

“ Military educates and instills; 
discipline, integrity, good 
work ethic, motivation, set 
goals, and initiative.” 

- Gregory A. Patsey  
(U.S. NAVY),  
Minto, AK

“ Gabriel Pitka from Kaltag, 
served 4 years, 4 months 
honorably in the Marine Corps. 
A message would be:  
best and worst years of my life 
but worth it. Ever since  
I saw my first recruiter in high 
school, I knew what  
I wanted to do, and my school 
counselor, Eddie Hornsby, 
made it happen. If anyone 
wants to ask questions about  
the Marine Corps, don’t be 
afraid to ask me. I don’t sugar 
coat anything.” 

- Gabriel Pitka  
(U.S. MARINES),  
Kaltag, AK
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NAVY

Mitchell 
ALLEN
Manley Hot Springs

ARMY

Franklin George 
AMOUAK 
Tanana

ARMY

Alburn A.  
ANDERSON 
McGrath

MARINE CORPS

Bradley N.  
ANDREWS
Anvik

MARINE CORPS

Lucille P.  
AUSTIN
Skokomish

NAVY

Brittany H. 
BARBACHANO 
Shageluk

NAVY

Howard  
BEASLEY
Louden/Galena

Ronald William  
BECKER
Nulato

NAVY

Tracy Dion  
BENSON
Fort Yukon
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ARMY

Jamie A. 
BENTON 
Tanana  

NAVY

Robert 
BEYER 
At-large

NAVY

Lincoln 
BIFELT  
Huslia

ARMY

Vina T. 
BILOW 
Huslia

ARMY

Alf 
BOQUIST 
Circle

NAVY

Joseph N. 
BROOKS 
Ruby

AIR FORCE

Charlene G.
BROOME 
Rampart/Fort Yukon

“ Giving yourself in service to 
your country is something  
that is a part of our Native 
culture. We are taught to respect 
other people and do what’s 
good for your community. 
I honor my fellow veterans 
before and after, that have and 
will make this ‘One Nation Under 
God, his Son Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit,’ Amen.” 

- Gabe Titus  
(U.S. ARMY),  
Minto, AK

“ I would highly recommend 
the military to our young men 
and women coming out of 
high school. My suggestion 
would be to enter into a career 
field that you could use in 
civilian life. One you enjoy. 
Godspeed.” 

- Sean Wigley  
(U.S. ARMY, ANG),  
Noorvik, AK
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ARMY

Ricky  
BROWN
Tanacross

ARMY

Donna S. 
BUTLER
Grayling

AIR FORCE

William G.  
BUTLER
Eagle

ARMY

Vern A. 
CABBELL
Fairbanks

ARMY

Charles 
CARLO 
Ruby

NAVY

Curtis Lee  
CARLO
Louden/Ruby

NAVY

Frank Victor 
CARLO 
Tanana/Ruby

NATIONAL GUARD

Harriet Carol  
CARLO
Louden

AIR FORCE

Joseph S.
CARROLL 
Fort Yukon
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AIR NATIONAL GUARD

Tanna Lee 
CARTER
Minto

NAVY

Dennis  
CHARLES 
Tanana

ARMY

Ivan F.  
CHARLES 
Dot Lake

NAVY

Dedrick 
CHARLIE
Minto

ARMY

Seeyaa 
CHARPENTIER
Nulato  

MARINE CORPS

Starina L.  
CLARK
Galena

ARMY

Shane
CRISSMAN
Holy Cross

“ My name is Rachel Silvera, 
maiden name Patsey. I am 
from Nulato. I served in the 
U.S. Navy for 8 years and 
10 months. I joined because 
I wanted to travel outside 
the state of Alaska and take 
advantage of the G.I. Bill the 
military offered. I learned 
a lot from serving as an 
active duty member, such as 
independence, discipline, and 
leadership qualities. I was very 
nervous at first to join because 
I was getting out of my comfort 
zone, which was home, but 
everything turned out to be 
just fine. I am very proud of 
where I grew up and never 
hesitated to tell people when 
they asked. Small village in 
Alaska off of the Yukon River. 
They were, and some people 
still are, astonished of the state 
of Alaska. I now am taking 
advantage of the G.I. Bill going 
to school to become a Medical 
Laboratory Technician.” 

- Rachel Silvera (Patsey)  
(U.S. NAVY),  
Nulato, AK
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ARMY

James Ronald 
DAHL
Napimute

ARMY

Travis 
DAVID
Tetlin

ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD

Margaret “Margie” 
DAYTON 
Koyukuk

ARMY

Noel J. 
DAYTON  
Koyukuk  

ARMY

Roger 
DAYTON  
Koyukuk

NATIONAL GUARD

Ron 
DAYTON  
Koyukuk

ARMY

Herman M.  
DEACON, Sr. 
Grayling

ARMY

Harmie (Bub) 
DEATON 
Beaver

ARMY

Christine "Chris" A.  
DELFINO 
Nenana
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ARMY

Alphonse (Byo)  
DEMIENTIEFF 
Nenana

MARINE CORPS

Carl  
DEMIENTIEFF
Nenana

ARMY

Gerald I.
DEMIENTIEFF, Sr. 
Nenana

ARMY

Joseph (Bunny) 
DEMIENTIEFF 
Nenana

Luke  
DEMIENTIEFF, Sr.
Holy Cross

ARMY

Samuel S. 
DEMIENTIEFF
Holy Cross

NAVY

Gloria J.
DEMIENTIEFF 
MERCULIEF 
Holy Cross

ARMY

Bruce Samuel  
DENTON 
At-large

“ Few things you will gain  
and learn: discipline, self 
esteem, learn and life in 
different culture, see the  
world, education, benefit for 
later in life. I am proud to be  
a U.S. Veteran.” 

- William Derendoff (U.S. NAVY)
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Paul  
DERENDOFF 
Huslia

Peter  
DERENDOFF 
Huslia

William  
DERENDOFF 
Huslia

Hugh  
DEVLIN
At-large

NAVY

Jack  
DEVLIN
Beaver

ARMY

Valerie J.  
DEWEY
Nenana

ARMY

Tamar C. 
DeWILDE 
Huslia

ARMY

Warren C. 
DICK 
Tanana  

ARMY

Daevin Phillip 
DILBECK
Evansville
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AIR FORCE 

Leland T. 
DRIGGS, Jr.
At-large

ARMY

Joe 
DRUCK, Sr. 
Fort Yukon

AIR FORCE 

Gerald G.  
DURHAM
North Pole

AIR FORCE 

Stephanie  
DUTCHMAN
Shageluk

MARINE CORPS

Shirina  
EDWIN 
Tanana

ARMY

Stanley G.  
EDWIN 
Fort Yukon/Chalkyitsik

NAVY

Terrance G.
EDWIN 
Tanana

ARMY

Sinead O.
ENGLEMAN
Northway

“ I encourage you to join the 
military in whatever branch 
you choose. It's a good 
opportunity to see the world 
and get educated at same 
time. Remember freedom and 
to keep our country safe is 
important to all in the USA.” 

- Joslin Olin (U.S. NAVY)
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AIR FORCE

Thomas George 
EVANS 
Rampart

MARINE CORPS

Donovan 
FAIRBANKS
Shageluk

Arlene 
FARMER
Huslia

MARINE CORPS

William A. 
FISHER
Knoxville

MARINE CORPS 
AND AIR FORCE

Craig L.
FLEENER
Fort Yukon

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Jessie Monroe  
FOX
Takotna

ARMY

Kenneth 
FRANK
Venetie

NAVY

James B. 
FRASER, III
Eagle

ARMY

Michael 
FROST 
Nenana
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ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Gilbert 
GEORGE 
Beaver

AIR FORCE

John Sparks  
GIANGUILLI
Chalkyitsik

NAVY

David K.
GILL
At-large

ARMY

Steven
GINNIS
Fort Yukon

MARINE CORPS

Jeremy G. 
GODFREY
Shageluk

ARMY

Eleanor R.  
GURTLER/THURMOND 
Ruby

ARMY

Sherrie L. 
HAMPTOM
At-large

“ Joining the United States Navy 
was a great experience and 
fulfilled a part of our civic duty 
as American citizens. With the 
help of our Athabascan core 
values and the right people, 
one can achieve great success 
while maintaining our culture. 
The journey in life is full of 
adventures and failures but 
since the destination is the 
same for everyone, one must 
continue to be true to oneself 
and embrace change. I am 
proud that I served with who 
did but also especially proud 
to be Koyukon Athabascan. 
Happy Veteran’s Day from my 
wife Erin and I.” 

- Harlan David Esmailka  
(U.S. NAVY),  
Allakaket, AK
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ARMY

Michael C.  
HARPER

ARMY

Karen 
HARVEY
At-large

ARMY

Roger 
HENRY 
Huslia/Galena

ARMY

SAMSON
HENRY
Allakaket/Huslia

ARMY

Silas  
HENRY
Fairbanks/Huslia

MARINE CORPS

Joel J. 
HICKS
Northway

ARMY

Justin  
HINES
Nulato

Kimberly Renee  
HOWARD
Rampart

ARMY

Arnold
HUNTINGTON 
Koyukuk
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ARMY

Clyde D.  
HUNTINGTON 
Huslia

ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD

Violet M. 
HUNTINGTON
Koyukuk

ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD

Wayne  
HUNTINGTON
Huslia

 ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Caleb E.
IRWIN 
Juneau/Nenana

AIR FORCE/
AIR NATIONAL GUARD

Dena Rae 
IVEY
McGrath

MARINE CORPS

Torin C.  
JACOBS
Bethel

ARMY

Charles L. 
JOHN 
Circle  

NAVY

Stanley F. 
JOHN
Minto

ARMY

William
JOHNSON, Jr. 
Gwichya Zhee
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ARMY

Frederick Lee 
JORDAN 
Tanana

ARMY

Terrance Charles 
JORDAN
Tanana

ARMY

Vernon Lee 
JOSEPH 
Tanana/Fairbanks

NAVY

Clifford Charles 
JURY 
Nenana

ARMY

William Jerald 
JURY, Jr. 
At-large

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Christopher Miguel 
KALILIKANE 
Nulato

NAVY

Katelyn 
KANGAS
Ruby

NAVY

Arnold J. 
KENNEDY 
Tanana

MARINE CORPS

Anthony Christopher 
KNIGHT 
Nenana
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ARMY

Michael
KNUTSON 
At-large

ARMY

Kenneth R. 
KOKRINE 
Tanana

ARMY

Devon 
KOTHE
Fort Yukon

MARINE CORPS

Joseph T.  
KRUGER Jr. 
Anvik

AIR FORCE

Jon N.
LARSON
Fairbanks

ARMY

Ronald Duane 
LARRABEE
Nulato

“ I am so thankful for the 
opportunity to serve in the 
military. I don't consider this 
a job because this career 
of service has been a true 
blessing. As an Army nurse,  
I am able to integrate the 
values of our people into my 
daily life and I am privileged 
to be here to represent such 
a rich culture. I want to give 
honor to the Lord for guiding 
me to this path and also to my 
grandma, Virginia Starr, for 
instilling hard work and wisdom 
in me at an early age. She is 
the reason I am currently in 
the Army Nurse Corps. I look 
forward to using the skills I 
have attained in the Army to 
abolish health care disparities 
in Alaska and continue to serve 
our community in the future.” 

- Erin Lee Esmailka-Oberholtzer 
(U.S. NAVY),  
Westminster, MD

“ Taking the first step on any 
goal is always the biggest and 
scariest step but so worth it.” 

- Katelyn Renae Kangas  
(U.S. NAVY),  
Fairbanks, AK
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NAVY

Dara  
LESLIE
At-large

ARMY

Mary M.
LOA
At-large

ARMY

Gary L. 
LUKE
Healy Lake

ARMY

Bernard Francis 
MADROS
Nulato

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Franklin J.  
MADROS, Jr. 
Kaltag

MARINE CORPS

Katrina  
MADROS
Nulato

ARMY

David H.
MAILLELLE 
Grayling

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Jo A.  
MALAMUTE 
Koyukuk

MARINE CORPS

Skye T.  
MALAMUTE
Koyukuk
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NAVY

Guy A.  
MALTOS
Nenana

NAVY

Alvin Peter 
MANOOK
Nulato

ARMY

Elmer 
MANOOK 
Nulato

ARMY

Ralph  
MANOOK 

ARMY

Stephen A. 
MATTHEW 
Stevens Village

ARMY

Marie 
McCARTY
Galena

“ Lest We Forget Our Heritage:

 To all, in everyday life please 
do your best to make the 
correct decision for the aspect 
and well-being of our people, 
but also in every interaction 
that concerns the welfare of 
our Native veterans.

 Some of these men and 
women are still fighting for their 
lives daily, hourly. 

 Not only do the men, women, 
and children of our Native 
culture fight against the 
stigmatization of our people, 
but some within our culture 
battle against suicide ideation, 
and is very much relevant 
to our veterans who have 
suffered, and are still suffering 
the horrors of war.

 For fear that we forget  
the strength of our blood,  
we must build one another up  
to the height of our Chiefs,  
our Elders, our ancestors.  
We must guide one another to 
the light through the darkness 
in all aspects of life. So each 
one of us remembers how to 
hold our head high through 
the storms, so each one of us 
remembers the strength of our 
Native blood.

 1 Thessalonians 5:5-15” 

- Nathan Thomas  
(U.S. MARINES),  
Tok Junction, AK
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NAVY

Ronald D. 
McNEAL 
Holy Cross

COAST GUARD

Jarin B.
MILLER
Anvik

ARMY

Thomas D. 
MOGG 
Tanana

ARMY

Melissa E. 
MOORING
Tanana  

ARMY

Dale 
MORTON 
At-large

MARINE CORPS

Kimberly J. 
MOSES
Huslia  

NATIONAL GUARD

Simeon 
MOUNTAIN 
Nulato

ARMY

Vera Rose 
MOUNTAIN
Nulato

ARMY

Frank 
NEWMAN
Beaver
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Denise 
NEWMAN
Tanana

ARMY

Jason P.  
NICHOLI
At-large

MARINE CORPS

Marie J. 
NICKOLI
Kaltag

NAVY

Jack Thomas 
NICKOLI
Kaltag

ARMY

Edward N. 
O'LEARY  
Circle

AIR FORCE

Lisa
PATENCIO
Ruby

NAVY

Joseph A. 
PATRICK 
Circle

NAVY

George Anthony John  
PAUL
Circle

MARINE CORPS

Franklin A.
PETER
Fort Yukon

2023 MILITARY APPRECIATION BOOKdenotes deceased service member 20



ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Johnny 
PETER, Sr. 
Fort Yukon

NAVY

Joshua C.  
PETER
Nulato

NAVY

Sadie R.  
PETER
Northway

MARINE CORPS

Ruby 
PETERS 
Shageluk

ARMY

Glen R.  
PETERSON
Fort Yukon

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Sgt. Matthew Arthur 
PETRUSKA
Beaver

MARINE CORPS

Kimberly 
PILOT (KAYOTUK)
Huslia

AIR FORCE

Edward C.
PITKA  
At-large

Randolph J.  
PITKA, Sr.
Kaltag
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ARMY

Sam
PITKA, Sr.  
Beaver

ARMY

Grady C.
PRICE, Jr. 
Evansville

ARMY

Jeremy A.
RIDLINGTON
Nenana

ARMY

John N.
RIPPE WALKER
Holy Cross

ARMY

Charles  
ROSS 
Ruby

ARMY

Robert  
ROSS 
Ruby

AIR FORCE

Richard Wesle 
ROTH
At-large  

MARINE CORPS

Elizabeth A. 
SAM
Huslia

ARMY

Samantha O. 
SAM
Huslia
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ARMY

Jordan R. 
SHRINER
Tanana

ARMY

Franklin R. 
SILAS
Minto

ARMY

Robert M. 
SILAS, II
Northway

ARMY

Ronnie 
SILAS
Minto

ARMY

Teisha M. 
SIMMONS 
Galena

MARINE CORPS

Chanda R. 
SIMON
Huslia

MARINE CORPS

Frank F. 
SINGLETON  
Lexington

ARMY

Naomi
SMART
Huslia

AK TERRITORIAL GUARD

Samuel  
SNELL MOGG 
Tanana/Nome
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ARMY

Joseph K.  
SOLOMON
Fort Yukon

NAVY

Curtis 
SOMMER
Tanana

ARMY

Edward George 
SOMMER
Louden

Terrance 
SOMMER
Galena

ARMY

Robert  
STEVENS
Fort Yukon

NAVY

Rom J.  
STUFFLEBEEM 
At-large

Thomas 
SWENSON 
Tanana

ARMY

Laraina 
SZMYD
Anaktuvuk Pass

AIR FORCE

William 
TANNENBAUM 
Nenana
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ARMY

Charles Leonard 
THOMAS
Tanacross

ARMY

Calvin E. 
THURMOND 
Galena

ARMY

Nicholas Allen 
TITUS
Ruby

ARMY

Frank 
TURNER 
Holy Cross

MARINE CORPS

Joseph J.
TURNER, Jr.
Holy Cross

ARMY

Thomas  
WHOLECHEESE, Sr. 
Galena

ARMY

Benjamin J.  
WIEHL 
Rampart

ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD

Gilbert 
VENT
Allakaket

NAVY

Jerry
WARD
Nenana
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ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Paul 
WILLIAMS, Sr.
Beaver

 AIR FORCE

Kay P.  
WILSON
Tanana

AIR FORCE

Nadine Arles  
WILSON
At-large

ARMY

Sean 
WIGLEY
At-large

ARMY

Michael Q.
WOLFORD
Shageluk

MARINE CORPS

Brian S. 
WRIGHT
Ruby

Joseph 
YASKA 
Huslia

AIR FORCE

Edward J. 
YOUNGBLOOD
At-large

Doyon will be updating the  
military appreciation book 

annually. Printed books will  
be available for veterans  

and their families. 

If you would like to submit 
information or a correction  
for inclusion in this edition,  
please complete the online  
form at www.doyon.com  

or contact 907-459-2000 or 
communications@doyon.com.
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